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From The Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 

—I] Timothy 6:12 NIV 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


I pray that this salutation finds each of you blessed and in good health as we quickly approach yet an- 
other spring season. I also pray that you have resolved to assist me in carrying out our theme for 2016: 

«. “Fighting for salvation and righteousness in a violent and immoral world.” Together, we must remain 
steadfast and in a consistent state of spiritual training and conditioning, in order to “fight the good fight” 
to which Timothy so boldly referred. If we are to be victorious, as the Lord promises we shall be, we 


will need to remain strong in Him, never growing weary in well doing. 


With each changing season comes an exciting time of refreshing, restoration and an expectation of 
greater things to come. What great things are you EXPECTING from the Lord today? I encourage you 
to have a fresh, renewed perspective and expect to receive all of the great things that God has in store for 
His people. 


We are so appreciative of your faithfulness to the Church of God in Christ through your continued 
support of The Whole Truth magazine. It is always our prayer that your hearts will be encouraged and 
your minds renewed with each issue. We strive to provide the tools that will not only assist you in 


running this race, but enduring it until the very end. 


In His Service, 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 
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| LETTER from the EDITOR 


Welcome 


to Our First Issue 
of 2016! 


Dear Readers: 


We are delighted to be able to continue serving the Lord’s people through the journalistic medium of 
The Whole Truth magazine. Consequently, thank you for still being with us and supporting the Church 
of God in Christ’s premiere urban Christian magazine. We appreciate all of the positive feedback peri- 
odically received from our readers and pray that we can continue to be a great source of inspiration and 
information to the Body of Christ. 


I, along with The Whole Truth’s managing editor, Robert E. Coleman, would also like to extend a very 
appreciative THANK YOU to our cohort of writers who continue to avail themselves to the work of 
this ministry: Missionary Charea Batiste, Daniele Cooper, Elder David-George Newsome, Evangelist 
DeLisa Reed, Leonitta Turner, Marion McNair, Monique Eaddy, Evangelist-Missionary Queen Phillips, 
Reginald Boswell, Elder Rick Cunningham, Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams, Sonya Bradford, 
Dr. Kyle Huckins and Dr. Valerie Ross. The Whole Truth is successful because of their efforts and 
desire to be a blessing to our readers. Issue after issue, these writers collectively contribute genuine, 
relevant material that is elevating and life-changing. Thanks to our writers for their sacrifice and 
commitment to the magazine and to the work of the Lord. 


In this edition, you can look forward to a thorough recap of the 2015 Holy Convocation, as well as a 
great review of COGIC’s very first and very successful 150 Influential Women awards ceremony and 
reception. You can get a global perspective of COGIC in the African region of the CONGO, along 
with overviews of the upcoming National Men’s Conference and the highly anticipated 66th Women’s 
International Conference/Crusade. 


As always, we invite you to delve in and we pray that you are revitalized by this issue. May the spring 
bring abundant blessings to you and yours! 


By His Grace, 


4b. 


April E. Quillen 


TREWROCLE TRU | 


The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 
goal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 


The Whole Truth remains the official organ of the Church, is serving in 
an expanded role and has a great legacy. Today, as an eMagazine, its 


pages are here to record, for current readers and generations to come, 
what the Church Of God In Christ is doing. 
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nine Ge en of Church F God In Christ founder Bishop 
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Sete mens or 


Attending Booker T. Washington High 
School in Tennessee, Mother Lewis was an honor 
student and a drum majorette. Taking her education- 
al goals to a higher level, Mother Lewis attended 
West Virginia State College Institute where she 
received a bachelor’s degree in Home Economics. 
Mother Lewis also received her master’s degree at 
the Ohio State University and pursued post-gradu- 
ate studies at Wayne State University and the 
University of Chicago. 

In 1947, Robert Lewis, Jr., whose family 
owned and operated the R.S. Lewis and Sons 
Funeral Home, took the hand of Ruth Mason in 
marriage. Friends since their time at Booker T. 


Washington High School, the power couple was 
married for 64 years and had two children: Dr. 
Sharon Lewis Rouse and the late Robert S. Lewis III. 

A beloved mother to her two children and a 
beacon of light to countless others, Mother Lewis 
used her education in the field of Nutrition to in- 
spire healthy eating habits in the city of Tennessee. 
She served as a nutritionist for the Shelby County 
Head Start Program and sent home monthly menus 
that would empower a healthy family lifestyle. 


Mother Lewis was also an inspiration to her fam- 
ily and friends through interior design, dinner 
parties, and by imparting wisdom to all individuals 
blessed to be in her company. 

Mother Lewis served on the Board of 
Directors of the Charles H. Mason Foundation, 
was a member of Links, Inc., the National Smart 
Set, and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. In 2013, 
Mother Lewis’ nephew, Bishop Charles Patterson 
of Pentecostal Temple Church of God in Christ, 
appointed his aunt to the Mother’s Board of the 
Church of God In Christ. 

A major part of the history of the Church 
of God In Christ, Mother Lewis leaves a beautiful 


legacy of how to live a life of true Christianity. 
The Whole Truth magazine exuberantly salutes 
Mother Ruth Mason Lewis for a life of servitude 
and commitment to the Kingdom of God. 
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52, KJV). 
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A Pastoral Statement on the 


CRISIS 
n FLINT 


MICHIGAN 
and 


Bishop Charles E. Blake 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ 


Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and the model 
for our lives, showed 
special concern for the 
weak and the defense- 
less. He commanded 


sonous water. We stand 
with these parents, and 
with all the residents 
of Flint, to call for the 
speedy, permanent 
restoration of clean 


us, the church, to do drinking water. 
the same: “Whatever you did for one of the least of Governor Snyder and the state of Michigan 
these brothers and sisters are largely responsible 


for the terrible disaster 
in Flint. An emergency 
manager, Ed Kurtz, ap- 
pointed by the governor, 
made the initial decision 
to switch the city’s water 
supply from Detroit and 
Lake Huron to the Flint 


of mine, you did for me” 
(Matt. 25:40). In view of 
this charge, the leadership 
of the Church of God in 
Christ cannot stand silent 
as the innocent children of 
Flint, MI and their parents 
suffer the ravages of poi- 


we 
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River. The decision was made 
despite years of waste being 
pumped into the Flint River by 
industries based in Flint. Fur- 
thermore, another emergency 
manager, Jerry Ambrose, over- 
rode the city council’s decision 
to stop using water from the 
Flint River eleven months after & 
the water supply was switched 4% 
from Lake Huron. Mr. Ambrose 

made this decision despite residents’ 
many complaints about illness and rashes, 
as well as reports of bad odors and discoloration of 
the water. He made this decision despite the fact that 
five months earlier General Motors had announced 
that it would no longer use municipal water because 


it was so corrosive that it was damaging engine parts. 


Furthermore, behind the scenes warnings from the 
Environmental Protection Agency that lead levels in 
the Flint water supply were dangerously high were 
ignored by the state’s Department of Environmental 
Quality. However, it took a Virginia Tech report to 
confirm the astronomical lead levels in Flint’s water 
before the state would act. It took a finding from the 
Hurley Medical Center that twice as many children 

in Flint had elevated lead levels than before the city 
switched its water supply, for the state to finally restore 
water from Lake Huron to 
Flint’s pipes. 

It is deplorable that 
Governor Snyder, his chief of 
staff and his emergency man- 
agers acted with such callous 
indifference to the needs of 


74 ppot© 


Flint’s residents. It is striking 
that the voices of mothers and 
the needs of children did little 
to move these servants of the 
people to action. In light of 
what the New York Times 
refers to as “depraved indiffer- 
gst ence,” how can we overlook the 
fact that over half the population 
oS of Flint is black? And almost half 
the population is below the poverty 
line. Although neither race nor poverty 
was mentioned by Governor Snyder in his 
apology, it is undeniable that black people and poor 
people are overwhelmingly the ones devastated by the 
actions of officials in Michigan. 

Governor Snyder’s extremely belated apology 
will appear to be little more than a political ploy if it 
is not accompanied by strong and swift action. The 
state’s lack of action has resulted in overwhelming 
damage to Flint’s pipes, and in the seepage of lead. It 
is therefore expected that the entire piping system will 
need to be replaced. It is not clear how the danger to 
Flint’s residents will be resolved, or how soon it will 
happen. 

One estimate is that it will cost over one billion 
dollars. So far, much of the funds, six million dollars, 
to restore water from Lake Huron to the city have 
come from the city of Flint 
and from private foundations. 
Governor Snyder has re- 
quested a mere twenty-eight 
million dollars from the 
Michigan legislature to ad- 
dress the problem. The state 
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will need to do 
much more, draw- 
ing on nearly six 
million dollars in 
budget surpluses 
this year and an- 
other six million 
in rainy day funds. 
This is only just, 
given the dam- 
age caused by the 
state’s actions to 
the city, to the residents, and to the children of Flint. 

The Environmental Protection Agency also 
failed to protect the people of Flint. Despite warnings 
from one of its employees about elevated lead levels, 
requests for action from the mayor of Flint were ignored. 
The federal government 
must also be held account- 
able for its responsibility 
for the disaster. President 
Obama has declared a state 
of emergency which will 
make up to five million 
dollars available. We call 
on the federal government 
to follow through on an 
additional aid package of 
$80 million pledged by the 
President. It is appropriate 
that the regional director of 
the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency has stepped 
down as a result of the 
agency’s lack of action. 
The federal government 
must do all it can to assist 
the people of Flint in the 
middle of this crisis. 

As the people of 
God, Christians must do 
more than call for justice for the poor. We must also 
act to support them as Jesus did, feeding the hungry 
and healing the sick. Already, churches in the Church 
of God in Christ and many other denominations, in 
Michigan and across the country, are distributing As we serve in these ways, we will witness the power 
bottled water, ready-made infant formula, water filters | of the Risen Christ by our love. TWT 
and water test kits. We must continue our efforts to 
help in every practical way possible by: 
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COGIC Charities will be distributing 
water and ready-made baby formula 
to the residents of Flint, Michigan 
at the following locations 
until supplies are depleted. 


"If you want to help COGIC Charities 
make a difference in Flint, go to 
WWW.cogic.org 


make a donation." 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 


Greater Holy Temple COGIC 
Bishop Roger L. Jones Pastor 
(810) 787-3960 
6702 North Dort Highway 
Flint, MI 48505 


__ Cathedral of Faith COGIC 


Pastor Christopher Martin 
6037 DuPont Street 
Flint, Ml 48505 
(810) 407-8653 


ational Inspiration Gospel 
Ministries COGIC © 
Pastor Donald Stevens | 
901 Brown Street 
Flint, MI 48503 — 


Henry Jamerson 
401 Carton Street 


n being chosen as one of the 150 Influential Women in 
the Church of God in Christ. We appreciate you and your 


desire to motivate the next generation of ladies through your 


D.I.V.A.A.S. mentoring program.” 


JOYFUL FELLOWSHIP COGIC 
301 WEST LEE STREET, SARDIS, MS - PASTOR CRAIG JOHNSON 
WWW.JOYFULFELLOWSHIP.NET 


Charch of Gad tz Christ 


ed Asband Road 
Kiley, WS 38663 


regrasula SIONS 


Wa 1. BG, 


For fr Years of -Yaithfulness and Wedication to Bt and the Church of God in Christ. 


You have been a great help and encourager, caring out the ministry of God. | 
God has smiled on you over the years and we pray that the blessings of the Lord continue to | 
follow you and strengthen you all the days of Your Life. 


| i < _o ae C125 - Bonelf Gif Ea: 
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By Elder Rick D. Cunningham 


“Tron sharpeneth tron: so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.” 
— Proverbs 27:17 


al magine, 
if you will, the 
vision of thou- 
sands of Holy 
Ghost filled 
men under one 
roof and on 
one accord. 
Men who have 
come together 
united through 
the power of 
God. Men 
sharing expe- 
riences that 
will help each 
other fulfill 
their roles as 
the backbone 
of their homes, 
churches and 
communities. 
A gathering 
of strong 
men from 
throughout the 
United States 
and abroad 
to sharpen 
their skills as 
warriors for 
Christ. That is 
what will be taking place on May 
11-13, 2016 at the Church of God 
in Christ’s National Men’s Confer- 


ence in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


The vision of Bishop Darrel L. 
Hines, the director of the Church 
of God in Christ’s National Men’s 
Conference, is to bring together 
laymen and recognize the impor- 
tance of their functions in the Body 
of Christ. It is uniting Christian 
men in the unbreakable bond of 
fellowship. 


The “Men Perfecting Men” confer- 
ence embraces the value of all men 
irrespective of titles or credentials. 
It will afford men the opportunity 
to gather together to discuss things 
pertinent to the sustainability of 
Christian values in a world that 
challenges the notion of serving 
God. In a society where many 
males did not have the benefit of 

a nurturing father, a conference of 
this magnitude serves as a surro- 
gate and can show younger males 


the charac- 
teristics of a 
real man. The 
exchange of 
time-proven 
methods used 
to stimulate 
growth is 
another valu- 
able compo- 
nent of the 
conference. 
The lineup of 
speakers in- 
cludes Bishop 
Patrick Woo- 
ten, Bishop 
Darrel Hines, 
and the pre- 
siding bishop 
of the Church 
of God in 
Christ, Bish- 
op Charles E. 
Blake, Sr. 


ii 
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Hl he 
National 
Men’s Con- 
ference has 
in excess of 
3,000 men in 
attendance. 
That number 
is a testament 
of how many appreciate this venue 
where men can come and express 
themselves openly and clearly. 
There is a need for Christian men 
to have an opportunity to express 
their views and opinions from a 
man’s perspective. That opportunity 
will once again be available at this 
year’s conference. 

This conference is compa- 
rable in concept to military basic 
training. It brings together men 
from various backgrounds and at 


the end of the training, they have 
been molded into a fighting force 
united under a common cause. 
They learn survival skills and be- 
come a disciplined force of reckon- 
ing. They become men who chal- 
lenge one another to excel and find 
the resiliency within themselves 

to reach their full potential. The 
spiritual intensity of men perfecting 
men is parallel to teamwork on an 
obstacle course. You are training on 
how to overcome personal chal- 
lenges while being part of a unit 


and supporting the members of the 
unit. 


ne, 


ae ee egistration for the 2016 
National Men’s Conference has been 
made convenient for those desiring 
to attend. Visit www.cogic.org and 
click on the National Men’s Con- 
ference link. This year’s workshop 
will include: 


e Finances 
e Manhood 
e The Vision 


« 


¢ Equipping Men for Their 
Future 


e Men Perfecting Men 
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There will be nightly services at 7 pm. 


There are certain expectations 
of men. There is a behavior and 
attitude at which we as men must 
arrive. I consider the maturity with 
which men should represent them- 
selves with words that the Apostle 
Paul shared: “When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as 
a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away 
childish things” (1 Corinthians 
13:11). As men, we have to be able 
to reason with wisdom. We have 


yr 


to be thoughtful and not hasty. As 
Christian men, we have entered into 
a spiritual realm where we are in di- 
rect conflict with the devil. We have 
to learn how to fight this spiritual 
warfare while at the same time be 
husbands, fathers, examples, and 
navigate the daily challenges of life. 
There is no better teacher to instruct 
on manhood than a man who has 
learned how to be the kind of man 
that God wants. “Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright: for the 
end of that man is peace” (Psalm 
SIRS IDY 

The 2016 National Men’s 
Conference in Greensboro, NC is a 
chance to do something similar to 
what Jesus told Peter to do. Jesus 
comforted, reassured and instructed 
Simon Peter in one statement. And 


the Lord said, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren.” Brothers strengthening one 
another and men perfecting men... 
iron sharpening iron. The National 
Men’s Conference, May 11-13, 
2016 in Greensboro - you do not 
want to miss it! TWT 


Bishop Darrell 1. Hines, Sr. - Chair- 
man of National Men’s Conference 


Evangelist Mildred 


Administrative 

Assistant Herman Coby 
Hicks - Conference 
- Vice Chairman Coordinator 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the published 
author of “Making Choices in Christ: Mov- 
ing Beyond Self Destructive Choices and 
Behavior’ 


we have entered into a spiritual 
realm where we are in direct conflict with the devil. We 
have to learn how to fi ght this spiritual warfare while at the 
same time be husbands, fathers, examples, and navigate 
the daily challenges of life. 


Bishop Darrell L. Hines 
Director/Chairnan 


Bishop Charles Blake, Sr. 
Intemational Pi 
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COGIC in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Does the exploitation of the Congo’s vast raw resources have its discon- 
tinuation rooted in a spiritual realignment to the True and Living God? The 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), formerly known as the Republic of 
Zaire (1971-1997), located in Central Africa, has been a hotbed for political un- 
rest and a magnet for predators who tirelessly coordinate internal and external 
forces to siphon its wealth. 

According to the 2015 Human Development Index (HDI), the DRC ranks 
176 out of 185 countries in having the lowest standard of living. This index 
distinguishes the separation of the wealth of a nation and the standard of living 
of its people. Despite the DRC being listed among the top ten fastest growing 
economies in the world in 2014-2015, impoverished conditions have continually 
challenged pastors and leaders concerned with human advancement in the coun- 


try. 
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COGIC on the Forefront 
The Church of God in Christ (COGIC) has been in ; 
the forefront in filling a spiritual void in the Congo. 

COGIC was established in Zaire in 1975. The per- 

petual need for missionaries to stand in the gap, work 

to convert souls, uphold godly standards and require 
accountability in political leadership still remains. 

Much prayer and work are needed to reinforce recent 

milestones made by those working in conjunction 

with COGIC bishops in the Congo. With a popula- 

tion of over 75 million, limitless opportunities exist &. Wane diecad & aca 
in the DRC to manifest the work of Christ in the taal 
fourth most populous nation in Africa and the nine- a 
teenth most populous country in the world. 

COGIC Democratic Republic of the Congo First : 
(DRC J) jurisdiction prelate, Bishop Hichika Mayuke 
Gabriel, accepted a monumental task of guiding the pt. | 
work in the Congo in 1975. “At first, the Bishop was | 
doing everything - moderating, preaching, choirmas- 
ter, visiting people, etc. The first service was held in 
his house 35 years ago. His wife, Mother Godalieve 
Mayuke, director of the Woman’s Work in Jurisdic- 
tion I, and their children, were the first members to 
join the church,” said the bishop’s administrative 
assistant, Robert Teuluila. 


A 


|) 5. Mother MAYUKE, Ass supervisor of women Dept. \8. & 9. Orphans at Tumaini Orphanage center 
During a special convoncation. | In Ruashi Township. 
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The Work in the Congo 

COGIC in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has 
115 churches and more than 30,000 members that at- 
tend services weekly. This number has been steadily 
growing. The newly formed Democratic Republic of 
Congo Second Jurisdiction (DRC II), led by Bishop 
Fabrice M. Mbumba (consecrated Nov 2014), ad- 
opted the hands-on approach of Bishop Mayuke by 
planting churches and helping fulfill the basic needs 
of the poor. 

Supervisor of Women (DRC II) Mother Mary Beth 
Kennedy described the earliest of these missions as 
very perilous. She said, “Bishop literally put his life 
on the line to start churches behind the bush.” Bishop 
Mbumba’s trailblazing missions into the dense jungle 
inhabited by Pygmies, some of the earliest inhabitants 
of the Congo, reportedly still using poison darts. They 
are a people described as “abandoned in our planet,” 
le according to Bishop Mbumba. 

The first mission trip in September 2014 led 
Bishop Mbumba and his wife to abide in close prox- 
imity with Pygmy tribes for two weeks. They estab- 
lished two churches. When news of Bishop Mbumba 
and his wife’s safe return was confirmed, everyone 
was relieved, according to Mother Kennedy, a 68-year 
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veteran in the mission fields who, with her late hus- 
band, Elder Charles Kennedy, was commissioned by 
COGIC in 1955 to serve in Africa. Mother Kennedy 
was reinvigorated by Bishop Mbumba’s missionary 
journey into the heart of Africa. 

In a summary entitled, “Project of Pygmies Inte- 
gration,” Bishop Mbumba outlines the aims of DRC 
II: (1) Improve missions, (2) Evangelism, (3) Eco- 
nomic development through teaching and the devel- 
opment of trades, (3) Building churches, schools and 
hospitals, (4) Development of agriculture, livestock 
and fisheries in Pygmyland. 

Teams of missionaries are needed in the Congo, 
according to Jurisdiction I Administrative Assistant 
Robert Teuluila. Volunteers are needed in medical 
clinics to administer Vitamin A capsules for preven- 
tion and treatment of Exophthalmia, saving the sight 
of millions who would otherwise become blind. 
There is also a need for support in orphanages. The 
statistics report that parents are dying from AIDS at 
an alarming rate, leaving orphans to fend for them- 
selves. Children are left to care for younger children, 
in many cases, carrying younger children on their 
backs or feeding them, as seen often at COGIC mis- 
sion centers, according to Teuluila. 

Passports are required and vaccinations must be 
taken before coming to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Mother Kennedy said, “You can see God 
working here. It’s worth the effort and I praise God.” 
TWT 


Bishop Hichika Mayuke Gabriel 

Church of God in Christ 

First Jurisdiction Ecclesiastic Congo/DRC 
E-mail: cogicrdc@ yahoo fr 


Bishop Fabrice Malundama Mbumba 
Church of God in Christ 

Second Jurisdiction Ecclesiastic Congo/DRC 
E-mail: famalu_coc@hotmail.com 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True Light COGIC in Huntsville, 
AL, where Supt. Dr Terrell Harris, Jr is the pastor and Bishop Os- 
car L. Meadows is the prelate of Alabama-|* Jurisdiction. 


eat 


| 


y 
a 
ANN 


ie 


\ 
ay 
ie 


‘i 
‘i 


au \ 


These were the words of 
our Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle, the seventh in succession, 
the Most Reverend Charles Edward 
Blake, while addressing the male 
credential holders of the Church 
at the Presiding Bishop’s Forum 
on Saturday, November 7, 2015. 
The COGIC theme for 2015 was: 
“Christ’s Extreme Sacrifice Calls for 
Our Extreme Commitment.” This 
theme was heavily used during the 
108th Annual Holy Convocation 
held at The America’s Center in St. 
Louis. An estimated 50,000-plus 


people attended the 108th Annual 
Holy Convocation throughout the 
more than weeklong event. 

It is remarkable how much 
can be jam-packed into one week. 
However, The America’s Center is 
a great venue because nearly all of 
the events are held there. One look 
at the schedule for Convocation 
and one quickly realizes that the 
Church of God In Christ is one ac- 
tive denomination. With nearly all 


Annual Holy 


with sharing the gospel with as 
many men, women, boys and girls 
as possible. These Street Teams 
also invited thousands of residents 
to the Church of God in Christ 
services. The IDOE continues to 
lead the evangelistic efforts for the 
entire denomination. 

The Evangelism Depart- 
ment has taken the lead, along 
with other departments, to get the 
Church of God In Christ out of the 


Convocation: 


XTREME COMMITMENT 


er David-George Newsome 


the events of six major departments 
and many other auxiliaries held at 
the America’s Center, the week was 
certainly exciting! 


(IDOE) 

Once again, President Elijah 
Hankerson and staff planned many 
outreach and evangelistic events 
throughout the week. The IDOE 
actually got started before the con- 
vocation even began. The department 
ministered at jails and prisons in the 
Greater St. Louis area. Several ser- 
vices were held reaching hundreds 
of men and women with the glorious 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Street Teams 
were deployed to many of the 
distressed areas of the city, charged 


“building” and into the commu- 
nity. The department has also been 
charged with several of the presid- 
ing bishop’s mandates of prayer 
and fasting. The IDOE annually 
produces a Prayer Guide that in- 
cludes 11 petitions, to be prayed for 
11 minutes for 40 days. The peti- 
tions include: 

Holy Convocation 

The Presiding Bishop 

Government Officials 

COGIC Leaders 

Pastors 

Church Members 

The Persecuted Church 

Extreme Commitment 

Empowerment and Revelation 

to Face Society’s Challenges 

The Great Commission 

Holiness 
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In addition to the Prayer 
Guide, the IDOE sponsored a 
Prayer Walk on Saturday, October 
31, 2015 that included The America’s 
Center and surrounding areas. This 
walk was held to consecrate and 
dedicate the grounds to the collec- 
tive and sacred worship of the true 
and living God. The International 
Department of Evangelism has 
given a report on the results of the 
collective efforts at the Holy Con- 
vocation: 
e 313 persons received salvation 
e 31 persons filled with the Holy 

Ghost 

e 92 persons reporting healing 

A more comprehensive 
report on the efforts of the Interna- 
tional Department of Evangelism 
is available on the COGIC website. 
To God be the glory! 


SERVICES, GLORIOUS 
SERVICES! 


There is nothing like COGIC 
worship! From the first service on 
Tuesday morning to the last service 
on Sunday evening, God met us 
each and every time. The messages 
were outstanding, Dr. Judith Chris- 
tie McAllister and the IMD truly 
ministered from the depths of their 
souls each service, and the Ministry 
of Helps (ushers, nurses, greeters, 
adjutants and security) were ready 
with valuable assistance to the 
saints. The America’s Center staff 
allowed us the freedom and pleasure 
of turning the venue into an inter- 
national Church of God in Christ 
gathering spot. 

The saints now worship 
in one facility. Nearly 50,000 
people worshipping God together 
is tremendous. The music was also 
tremendously anointed, including 
the pre-sermonic selection that 
featured Lady Audrey DuBois-Harris, 


AQ 


who is a member of the Church of 
God in Christ and a professional 
Operatic soprano. 

The highly anticipated 
“Morning Gems with Lady Mae” 
service was nothing short of a 
blessing and a remarkable success 
at this year’s convocation. Bishops’ 
wives, supervisors, first ladies and 
wives of department heads, gath- 
ered in the Grand Ballroom of the 
St. Louis America’s Center, with 
expectancy, to hear directly from 
our Presiding Bishop’s esteemed, 
gracious and capable counterpart 
- Lady Mae L. Blake. The Lord 
truly blessed Lady Mae to guide, 
direct and spiritually pour into 
these women leaders of COGIC 
with the theme: “Tools For A 
Unique Woman” Once again, the 
Lord met the women of God in a 
very mighty way. 

The highlight of all services, 
activities and meetings is the Lord’s 
Day Celebration held on Sunday. 
This is the time when we hear from 
our Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle, the Seventh in Succession, 
His Eminence, The Most Reverend 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr. “God 
Has Your Back!” was the title of the 
message delivered by the presiding 
bishop, taken from Exodus 14:19- 
20. Other highlights of the Official 
Day message included: 
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to know that He has not left. 
Sometimes God moves just because 
He’s God. 

e Psalm 43:19 must be understood: 
God can do a new thing whenever 
He decides to do a new thing. 

e Sometimes God moves to test 
our faith. 

¢ Do not become too manifestation 
focused — God is not what He does; 
He is God because of who He is. 

e In all ways and at all times, never 
stop praising God, for He always 
has your back. 


“COGIC CARES” EVENTS 


The Presiding Bishop has 
expressed his desire for the Church 
to impact the areas in which we 
serve. To this end, several commu- 
nity-minded events were planned 
for the week: 


COTE BRILLIANTE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - 


General Board members Bishop 
Lawrence M. Wooten and Bishop 
George Dallas McKinney led a 
contingency of various COGIC 
leaders to visit Cote Brilliante El- 
ementary School for the fifth year 
in a row. The leaders were blessed 
with a welcome program by the 6th 
grade students and choir. After that, 
those present visited classrooms to 
read to students. The students were 
able to ask questions of the leaders 
and shared with them their desires 
for the future. 

Alderman Sam Moore ar- 
ranged this visit again this year as 
part of the “COGIC Cares” events. 
The principal and staff are attempting 
to provide Cote Brilliante students 
with the resources necessary for a 
successful life. However, as with 
most schools, funding deficiencies 
have made it difficult. 
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JOB FAIR — More than 50 employers 
and 600 plus job seekers attended 
the COGIC Job Fair held on Thurs- 
day. Some employers were hiring 
on the spot and several of the local 
residents were able to get jobs the 
same day! Many of the employers 
have a national presence so many 
delegates were able to make con- 
nections in St. Louis for their own 
hometowns. 


CHRISTMAS IN NOVEMBER 
— Spearheaded by Bishop Lawrence 
M. Wooten, the 2015 “Christmas 
in November” was yet another 
tremendous community outreach 
effort. The event, once again, 
blessed very appreciative St. Louis 
community members in need with 
food, hygiene items, free haircuts, 
toys for children, clothing and much 
more. The Church of God in Christ 
has been sponsoring this important 
event for more than 25 years. 


COGIC CHARITIES BANQUET 


On Saturday afternoon, 
more than 1200 people gathered in 
The Renaissance Ballroom for the 
COGIC CHARITIES PRESIDING 
BISHOP’S WE CARE BANQUET. 
This annual gathering raises funds 
to give scholarships to young 
people from all over the world. 
This year’s guest speaker was mega 
movie star, Mr. Denzel Washington. 
Mr. Washington is a member of 
West Angeles COGIC, under the 
leadership of our presiding bishop. 
Mr. Washington gave a very per- 
sonal and emotional speech with an 
impact felt all across COGIC. After 
a very moving introduction from 
his pastor, Bishop Blake, he talked 
about the power and importance 
of faith - faith in God, His power, 
His presence and finally, His 
person. Of special note is that Mr. 


Washington’s father was a COGIC 
pastor for more than 60 years. He 
is a very humble gentleman who 
loves his wife, children and Bishop 
and Lady Blake. Over $50,000 in 
scholarships were awarded to high 
school and college students as a 
result of the funds raised from the 
banquet. 


PRESIDING BISHOP'S FORUM 


Psalmist David Daughtry 
(who recently released his first 
solo project on Karew Records) led 
Praise and Worship. An opening 
presentation regarding the occasion 
was made by Bishop Jerry W. Mack- 
lin, along with presentations on the 
Laity Campaign and the National 
Leadership Conference held this 
year in Albuquerque, NM. 

Next, Elder Darrin Burns, 
Project Manager, gave an update on 
the Leila Mason Building renovation 
on the Headquarters Campus. This 
is a continuation of the presiding 
bishop’s desire to beautify the cam- 
pus. The building will be complete 
and dedicated this April during the 
Spring Call meeting. More than 
$900,000 have been invested to 
improve the building, including an 
addition to house the archives of 
the Church of God in Christ. When 
completed, more than $1.5M will 
have been invested in the restoration 
of the Leila Mason building. 

All jurisdictions are asked 
to support the International Laity 
Campaign with 100 percent par- 
ticipation. These funds are vital to 
the support of the ministries of the 
Church of God in Christ, especially 
in the areas of Education and Mis- 
sions. 


The Presiding Bishop gave 
several opening nuggets for those 
present: 
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¢ God saw fit to put u 


lieved if you put 


your heart and hands in G 


hand. 

Next, presentations were 
made by Bishop Edwin Bass, 
COGIC Urban Initiatives Director; 
Bishop Vincent Mathews, COGIC 
World Missions President; Coach 
Al Hollingsworth, Bishop Elijah 
Hankerson, Pastor Ben Stephens, 
and Elder Tyrone Potts, COGIC 
Chief Financial Officer. 

The final highlight of the 
session was the introduction of a 
delegation from Israel. There are 
now 5 Orthodox Ethiopian Jewish 
churches that have united with the 
Church of God in Christ. COGIC 
is now in more than 70 countries 
around the world. 


GIC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

While it is true that we have 
great services and opportunities to 
serve the community, we also take 
care of the business of the church. 
The General Assembly met on 
Monday and Tuesday. There were 
several major areas of business to 
be handled: 2016-2017 Budget, 
filling a vacancy on the Judiciary 
Board, receiving the Report of the 
General Board, and a special recog- 
nition for Founder Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason. 

The first item of business 
was the opening remarks from the 
chairman, Bishop James W. Hunt. 
After thanking the saints for their 
support, Bishop Hunt said, “The 


Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle, 
Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. 
is the leader of our Church and 

is the only person authorized to 
speak on behalf of the Church.” He 
continued to say that the presiding 
bishop is authorized to correct any 
situation that is in conflict with the 
Word of God or the Constitution of 
the Church. He encouraged every- 
one not to speak on behalf of the 
Church, as they are unauthorized 
to do so. 

The General Board made 
recommendations to dissolve mul- 
tiple jurisdictions in various areas 
into one, new jurisdiction: 

e California Western 

¢ New Jersey Southern 

¢ California Greater Northern 
Second 

e Missouri Mid-West (new) 

The Judiciary Board was the 
next item on the agenda with one 
seat available. Bishop Martin Luther 
Johnson was elected to the Judiciary 
Board position for a full term. 

Next, the Report of the 
Trustees was given, outlining their 
Annual Summation of Activities 
from April 2015 - November 2015. 
This report was approved as pre- 


sented. 
Continued on Page 48 


Conference Co-Chairs: 
Overseer Mare A. Thomas: se 
Administrative Assistant David Stokes 


HOST BISHOPS OF MIDWEST 
Bishop Ocie Booker, Illinois First : 
Bishop Cody V. Marshall, Illinois Northern 
Bishop Sedgwick Daniels, Wisconsin First 
Bishop James C. Austin, Illinois Fifth East 
Bishop William Bonner, lilinois Sixth 
Bishop Willie J. Chambliss, Emeritus Illinois Midwest 
Bishop R. D. Edward Goodwin Sr, Illinois Seventh 
Bishop Darrell L. Hines, Illinois Midwest 
Bishop Juan LaRue Morrison, Centrai Illinois 
Bishop Embra Robert Patterson Jr., Southern Illinois 
Bishop Robert R. Sanders, Illinois Third 
Bishop William Scott, Illinois Southeast 
Bishop James E. Washington, Illinois Fifth West 
Bishop Donald L. Alford, Indiana North Central 
Bishop Mark H. Blade, Indiana First 
Bishop Benjamin A. Sanders, Indiana Second 
Bishop E. Bobby Warren, Indiana Third 
Bishop C. H. McClelland, Wisconsin Northwest 
Bishop J. C. Williams, Wisconsin Third 


The Budget for April |, 2016 - March 31, 2017 was presented by the Trustees as follows: 


Revenue Expenses Excess/ Deficit : 
2013/2014 (Proposed) 10,195,000 10,195,000 0 / 
2013/2014 (Actual) 10,468,208 10,162,165 306,043 
2014/2015 (Proposed) 10,506,500 10,506,500 0 
2014/2015 (Actual) 9,945,945 9,774,868 171,077 
2015/2016 (Proposed) 9,921,000 9,921,000 0 ; 


2016/2017 (Proposed) 9,922,000 9,922,000 0 


A final note for all involved - the Office of the General Secretary no longer issues blank certificates. 
All certificates will be issued in a particular person’s name and identification number. 

It is an exciting time to be a member of the Kingdom of God and a member of the Church of God 
in Christ! We now look forward to a prosperous 2016 with the theme chosen by our presiding bishop: 
Fighting for Salvation and Righteousness in a Violent and Immoral World based on I Timothy 6:12: “Fight 
the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 

As you can tell from this brief Recap and Review, our church is alive and well and doing great 
things for God! It is very comforting to know that God has our back so we can continue to move forward 
in Him. To God be the Glory! TWT 


David-George Newsome is a former resident of Muskegon, MI who now resides in San Diego, CA. He is a member of St. Stephen's 
Cathedral COGIC in San Diego (General Board member Bishop George Dallas McKinney, pastor). He is married to Melba White 
Newsome, father of two, James and JaMel; and grandfather of one, JaMilah. 
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For the past 34 years F selisbiy a Fevored her vere sfor the pam 
of the ¢ hurch ministry at the Israelite Crane 5 of G God i in Christ. The fruits of her labor has placed her in key 
“is “positions within the church to include Sunday School Secretary and Teacher, Church Secretary and 
Administrative Assistant, a coordinator of special events on behalf of the Women’s Department, a long term 
member of the Elders and Ministers Wives Council, and Choir Director. In addition she was instrumental in 
the development of the Israelite Summer Ministry Development Institute, a church administration summer 
experience designed to eee teens and young adults for future church leadership roles. 


Sister Will is considered a peat asset to the Israelite Church Ministry especially in the area of Church 
Administration. Her technical expertise, dedication and | faithfulness have resulted in the elevation to the 
position of Colorado Jurisdiction Secretary, a trailblazing opportunity that is not only unprecedented, but 

historically significant within the Colorado Jurisdiction in breaking down the walls of gender stereotypes in 
positions of great authority. Sister Wills accomplishments and achievements have established her as a role model 
for future generations to follow. 


Without regard to the many accolades that can be said on behalf of Sister Will, the most important thing to note 
is that she is saved, holy-ghost filled, and a great Woman of God! On behalf of your Israelite Church Family, 
it is with great joy that we express our sincerest congratulations on your selection and recognition as one of 
COGICS 2015 150 Influential Women. May God continue to bless the fruit of your labor, ‘and let her own 
works praise her in the gates.” 
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By Leonitta Turner 
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The production of the Model T in 1908 by the Ford Motor Company 
took Detroit by storm and changed the life of the common man in the U.S. 
forever. In 1999, the Model T was named the most influential car of the 20" 
century by the Global Automotive Elections Foundation. The 49% COGIC 
Women’s International Convention/Crusade, under the direction of General 
Supervisor Mother Willie Mae Rivers, was held in Detroit in the same year. 
It has not been held there since that time. 

With the continued revitalization of Detroit and surrounding areas, 
this year’s 66th Women’s International Convention/Crusade is certain to im- 
pact the lives of those who attend. Hosted by Michigan Northeast Historic 
Jurisdiction, where Ist Assistant Prelate Bishop Phillip A. Brooks is presiding 
bishop, and Norma L. Burrell is the supervisor. There are eleven co-host 
jurisdictions, as well as 12 supporting jurisdictions from various areas in 
Michigan, New York, and neighboring Canada. The convention/crusade, 
scheduled May 30 — June 3, 2016, will be held at the recently remodeled 
Cobo Hall Conference Exhibition Center in downtown Detroit. One of the 
largest and best of class convention centers in the nation, Cobo Hall is stra- 
tegically situated near hotels, Detroit’s historic district, and plenty of retail | 
shopping. Located directly on the riverfront, Canada is just a day trip away | 
by bridge or tunnel. 
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The convention/crusade will begin with a 
12-hour prayer and praise shut-in, led by National 
Director - International Prayer Ministry leader, 
Mother Frances Kelly. This highly anticipated 
event is open to the public. Participants will come 
together as one in prayer as they seek God for heal- 
ing and deliverance of families, churches, and the 
nation. Attendees will have an opportunity to testify 
and thank God for breakthroughs that occur during 
this time. Activities will include the Leadership 
Conference, The Gospel Explosion and Mother Riv- 
ers “49 and Under’ question and answer session. 
Nightly services will also be held. 

According to Supervisor Dianne M. Bogan, 
We have experienced more of the youngr generation 
attending the convention since Mother implemented 
the ‘49 and Under’ dialogue (Question & Answer 


session). ‘49 and Under’ bridges the gap between 

the old and the young. It allows us to influence the 

young ladies, bring them in, and mentor them. It 
allows them to walk this walk with us.” 

Detroit has a vast array of talent; however, 
the selection of guest speakers and musical artists 
is currently pending. Local artists who have sup- 
ported previous conventions include Marvin Sapp, 
the Clark Sisters, Lisa Page Brookes, Vanessa Bell 
Armstrong, the Winans, Dorinda Clark-Cole, and 
Karen Clark Sheard. 

Attendees at the 66th Women’s International 
Convention/Crusade will get a sense of Detroit’s 
deep COGIC history. It was the home of Mother 
Lillian Brooks Coffey, the second general supervisor 
from 1945-1964. Mother Coffey began the Women’s 
Convention in 1950 with 100 women. Mother 


Anne Bailey, who served as the third general su- 
pervisor from 1964-1975, also has roots in Detroit. 
Three General Board bishops also currently reside 
there. 

Outreach ministry and youth programs are 
an important part of the Convention/Crusade. 
Demonstrating the motto, “Better Homes, Better 
Communities, Better Schools and a Better Word,” 
convention participants will again take it to the 
streets. In addition to visiting nursing homes and 
a prison, three nonprofit organizations will receive 
financial donations from the Department of Women. 
Scholastic scholarships will also be awarded to indi- 
viduals who are enrolled to attend college fulltime. 

The pre-registration deadline for Red Card 
participants is April 15, 2016. The cost for lay dele- 
gates is $525.00, based on double occupancy, which 


includes room, meals, and shuttle service from the 
various hotels to the convention center. Individuals 
can also register on-site. _ Information regarding the 
convention and registration can be viewed at hiip.// 
www.cogic.org/womensdepartment. 
Following the convention on Saturday, June 
4th, convention delegates may participate in a tour 
of historic Detroit. The agenda may include a visit 
to the Charles H. Wright Museum of African Amei- 
rican History, other historic sites, and shopping in 
Canada. The tour will begin at 9:00 am and conclude 
at 4:00 pm. TWT 


Leonitta Turner is a member of Fresh Anointing Ministries 
Worship Center (Summerville, SC). 
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Registration Management 
Platform 


A Great Start to an 
Awesome Convention Experience 


By Evangelist DeLisa Reed 


Naturally, when making plans to attend the convocation, we want things 
to be as easy and convenient as possible. This is especially true 
when it comes to manipulating registration websites online. 
The fewer moving parts that someone has to deal 
with, the better. Hence, the Church of God in 
Christ has provided a new registration 
platform that will make life much 
easier when registering for vari- 
ous conferences, conven- 
tions, and the Holy 
Convocation. 


Introducing ... (drum roll, please) ... 
eShow, our new online system designed to 
improve the online and onsite registration 
process. This online platform covers five 
core aspects for event management: regis- 
tration, housing and travel, exhibit, abstract 
and website management. “eShow replaces 
our ICAS system and lends itself to a reg- 
istration experience that will provide for 
more timely confirmation pieces,’ according 
to Pastor Keith Kershaw, director of the 
Office of Convention Planning (OCP). “It 
will be used to handle all registrations for 
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our COGIC conventions, beginning with 
the 2016 Leadership Conference that 
was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico. In 
addition, the eShow software provides a 
smoother transition between registrations 
and hotel reservations.’ 

According to eShow, the real 
power of their software is birthed from 
a synergy that has been developed be- 
tween all of their service areas, such as 
online registration, onsite registration, 
exhibit sales management, and as event 
manager. eShow’s breadth and depth of 
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experience means you enjoy a fully 
integrated, customized and branded 
experience, where every aspect of 
event management is complimented 
with an equally strong counterpart. 
Pastor Kershaw further 
stated that the move to embrace 
what other Fortune 500 companies 
utilized for their convention registra- 
tions is right in line with Presiding 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr’s vision 
for moving our church forward in 
this 21st century. 
“eShow allows for a better align- 
ment between the spiritual and 
business aspects of conferences and 
conventions within our reformation 
by allowing for a more consolidated 
and centralized process, which lends 
itself to a standardized method of 
operation that will ensure that infor- 
mation for each attendee is connect- 
ed and consistent across the board.” 
So, how can this process 
benefit you? There are a plethora of 
advantages for using the eShow reg- 
istration platform. However, the five 
most popular advantages include the 
following: 


— You can sign up 
online when and where is most con- 
venient for you in just a few minutes 
without having to print, manually 
complete and send paper forms. 


— Your online registration 
provider will ensure you have all the 
necessary information needed to 
answer immediately any payment- 
related questions you, as an attendee, 
may have. 


— Instead of writing checks or having 
to submit cash at the front line, you 
can simply enter your credit card 
details online to securely complete 
your transaction in seconds. 


— Once the payment is 
processed, you will then receive a 
receipt confirming you are signed up 
for your desired event and your pay- 
ment has been securely processed 
and accepted. 


—WVith flexible pricing op- 
tions, you may be rewarded with 
discounted fees and possible other 
perks if you sign up by a specific 
date. 


While these advantages are not in- 
clusive, they are the basis for a great 
start to an awesome convention 
experience that is sure to inspire 
future COGIC endeavors for years 
tocome. TWT 


Dee, a 29-year veteran public school 
educator, Is a member of Cathedral of Faith 
COGIC in Euless, TX. She is a member of 
Texas Northeast First Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- 
tion, led by her pastor and bishop, the honor 
able Bishop James E. Hornsby and Supervisor 
of Women, Mother Pia Haynes-Williams. 
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Why the Church 
MUST Speak 


By Bishop Talbert W. Swan Il, M.Div. 


German philosopher and sociologist Kar! Marx define a 


religion as the “opium of the people.” In other words, he opined 


that religion was responsible for the propagation of a. ‘false 
consciousness,” which is alien to the concrete economic : 
problems of religious people. He posited that religious people 
were in search of an “object” of reliance other than self, and — 
that religion encourages the projection of one’s desire into the | 
“realm of the fantastic.” Marx concluded that religion obscur d 
the actual state of one’s existences and encouraged the — 
alienation of oneself from the concrete realities of this world 
to a world of illusion and fantasy. His critique of religion was 

an economic critique of capitalism and the tendency of religious 
organizations and leaders of his ae to be in cahoots with the 
: establishment. 


s have always viewed religion é 
asset towards social stability and its po | . The late Supreme 
engender social change. The Church was arshall must be looking» 
in ending slavery and human suffering and | aking his head in dismay at 
consistently advocated for social change hums nere a criminal conviction has 
flourishing. The Church was an active particip 
and major catalyst in the Civil Rights Movemen’ 
and at the forefront of just about every major ga 
toward justice in the history of this nation. 
Today, society once again calls upon the 
Church to confront a “legal” means of human | 
distortion in America. Informed by historic racia 
consciousness in the nation’s social psyche, 
fueled by the so-called “War on Drugs,” gra 
economic disparities, racial profiling, racia 
motivated policing, and prison profiteeri 
legal means of human distortion neces 
a collective response from the Churc 
slavery before it, today’s mass incarce 
in America is a deep humanitarian cc 
Criminal justice policies developed 


equences of mass incarceration 
the breakdown of the family — 
ease in concentrated forms of 
grave economic disparities. Prospects 
| and economic mobility within © 
of the American democracy and 
tems are systemically limited for 
the prison system. Inmates serve 
eir crimes behind bars with their families 
tside, but they also serve time with 

, on the outside. The perpetuation 
carceration in America, particularly 
ican Americans, is a travesty that 
olence, community insecurity and 

. This is why the Church cannot remain 
must advocate for humanity’ Ss quest for 
incarceration that has fallen dispro qua 
on communities of color. go with 


iment and disci- 
g reform, the end 


a employment possibilities. Needless to say, this ) | ct for human dignity 
disproportionately affects African Americans. | system.,The Church has a 


Racially motivated laws, policing and 4 ‘ively advocate for the 
criminal justice practices are at the undergirding : nherent to its identity: justice, 
of inequality in America. While overtly racist : 
segregation policies are no longer the accepted 
norms, today’s practices and criminal justice 
policies, which have disproportionately impacted 
African-Americans, have both diminished the 
gains accomplished during the civil rights mo 


d and Savior Jesus Christ. 


Senior Paster 
Elisha Demerson 


By Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD 


od equips us with everything we need to be successful, but it’s up to us 
to put into action those skills, visions and tools to achieve that success,’ 
says Elisha Demerson, senior pastor of Emmanuel Temple Church of 
God in Christ in Amarillo, Texas. ''We have to exercise faith and believe 
God who created the heavens and the earth.” 


Demerson used these precepts to energize his run for the Amarillo City 
Council this year and became the first African-American elected to the 
panel in the town’s history. He previously made similar political firsts in 
serving as county judge and county commissioner. 


“One of the reasons | continue to pursue service outside the church is to show people of 
faith that God uses us in many areas,’ he explains. 


This willingness to break new ground extends to his emphasis in ministry. He likes to reach 
out to whites and other races, as well as take in those in difficult circumstances not neces- 
sarily corresponding to the ideal. 


First Assistant Pastor Bowden Jones, Jr has caught the vision and seen it transform Emmanuel 
Temple, which he started attending as a sixth-grader a quarter-century ago.'A lot of times 
when people are hurting, they just need to be ministered to and come to church looking 
for that,’ says the First Capital Bank Texas vice president. “Traditionally, we told them things 
like, ‘You need to get that right before you come before God''Well, if we could get ourselves 
together, we wouldn't need God.” 


Emmanuel Temple sits on the southern edge of North Amarillo, at the same address since 
the church’s founding by Elder H.W. and First Lady Thelonia Cortez in 1951. Demerson 
came as pastor in 1988, inheriting a congregation composed almost entirely of children 
and senior citizens. Sunday-morning attendance has jumped from 25 then to perhaps 7/5 
now, though it’s been as high as 150 over the years. 
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Demerson recounts of his teaching to his congregation. 
“| encourage families to spend time together | give 
them permission to miss church, too. Sometimes you 
need to hang out with your family.’ 


The pastor-politician’s top two planks in his recent 
City Council campaign focused on infrastructure and 
safety. He told voters he wanted to upgrade water 
lines and other services so that the whole city would 
meet modern standards, and hire enough law enforce- 
ment officers to ensure all parts of town would be 
adequately protected at all times. 


Second Assistant Pastor Charles McDuffie, 50, a prison 
warden, agrees with the idea of a safe public, as well 

as guaranteeing the Word is handled with integrity. He 
describes his teaching style during Wednesday-night 
sessions at Emmanuel Temple as “straight biblical.’ 


“What attracted me to the church is the love. It's so 
overwhelming, the love, when you get here,’ McDuffie 
says. ‘For those traveling through, if there's a need, 
sometimes an individual who doesn't even go here 
will come here because they know us.” He attests that 
the benevolence ministry is an important part of the 
congregation's outreach. 


The church has Sunday School classes for various ages, 
a youth service, Mothers’ Board, Praise and Worship 
team mixing traditional and modern gospel music, 

and Missions Department that holds free community 
dinners and gives out clothes to those needing help 
facing the Texas Panhandle's weather, which can get 
cold and snowy in winter. 


“We've been focusing a bit more on giving, and being 
like Jesus, not just having church to be having church, 
but ministering to folks,’ Jones says. 


Emmanuel Temple's youth program uses a variety of 
methods to reach youngsters, including Bible studies, skits, 
songs, dinners and block parties. The group has tts own 
building, the Youth Center which at roughly 35 feet by 65 
feet is similar in size to the church sanctuary structure. 


Demerson’s brother Elijah also is a COGIC pastor 

in town, and the two were the first twins to go to 
school together at West Point. However their growing 
up wasn't easy. 


“We were the profile of kids that were supposed to 
fail,’ Elisha Demerson says. Their father died when 
they were | 2, leaving behind a dozen children to be 
raised by a single mother who never again dated, let 
alone remarried. 


She instilled “high Christian values” in her boys, and 
that they be “responsible young men,’ the Emmanuel 
Temple pastor recalls. That responsibility shows up in 
his 42 years of marriage to First Lady Bobbie Demerson, 
as well as his desire to minister outside of the four 
walls of the church. 


“A life of service doesn't always mean you or your 
church gets credit,’ he says. "It means serving human- 
kind” TWT 


Kyle Huckins, an ordained elder in the Church of God in Christ, is 
a journalism professor and professional feature writer, columnist 
and editor. His book of columns on faith, “Getting From Here to 
Eternity: A Spirit-filled View of the News,’ 's available at www. 
gettingfromheretoeternity.com, which also has his blog and other 
latest writings. 
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Church of God in Christ 


PURPOSED TO INSPIRE AND INFORM COGIC 
READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 


Since 1895 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our vast group 
of loyal The Whole Truth readers, sync with us to successfully 
promote your ministry, business, event, product or service! 


EVERY pastor, jurisdictional leader, 
department head and the like is encouraged 


to advertise their events in The Whole Truth! 


You can purchase a full page ad in one quarterly edi- 
tion of The Whole Truth for $250. 


The WHOLE TRUTH DEAL is you purchase an ad 


for three quarters, we will give you the fourth quarter for free. That's 
a full year of advertisements for the price of three quarters. What a 
Great Deal! 


Purchase 3 Ads 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic.org 
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The Power for Living Memory Verse Cards 
combine inspirational artwork, key Bible verses, 
and summarized lessons that coincide with the 
Power for Living Sunday School curriculum. 


Memory Verse Card Benefits: 


e Reinforces the Sunday School lesson 
¢ Teaching aid to assist teachers 


¢ Enhances spiritual growth 
¢ A tool for disciplship and evangelizism 


QUARTERLY SET PRICE: $5.30 
ANNUAL SET PRICE: $20.00 
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